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The saints at Grace Life Fel-

lowship who have answered 

the call to teach are a very 

special group of people.  You 

donõt have to be around them 

for long to realize how genuine 

they are about allowing 

Christõs life to be expressed 

through them to others ñ

adults and children alike.   

One of the saints whom I have 

had the extreme privilege of 

working alongside for many 

years is Susan Ward .   Re-

cently she shared her testi-

mony in church.  The transpar-

ency she showed in sharing 

her story is the same open-

ness she uses to communicate 

with the children in her class.  

As I listened to Susan share 

about how grateful she was 

that God had continued to 

pursue her no matter what 

choices she was making, I was 

thinking that that is exactly 

the heart behind the 

Kidz inC ministry.  We 

want the children to 

understand how much 

they are loved by their 

Father and that He is on 

their side and pursuing a 

deeper relationship with 

them.   

It is such 

a joy to 

work with 

veteran 

teachers, 

as well as, newly called teach-

ers.  Jason Reed  has been 

working with our children for 

only a short time.  At the 

beginning of the year, he 

commented in an e-mail, òI am 

so glad that the Holy Spirit 

kind of nudged me into this.  

He is teaching me so many 

new things through this min-

istry.  I really do enjoy the 

kids and to actually have the 

opportunity to let Jesus make 

tomorrow's heroes through 

us is an awesome thing.  The 

chance to fellowship with 

other people in the body who 

are called to the same minis-

try is also a very neat experi-

ence.ó 

The last Sunday in January, 

Sunday school classes were 

cancelled so that twenty 

three of these extraordi-

nary people could 

gather at the home 

of Foxy & Linda 

Denham for a re-

treat.  Unlike past 

teacher gatherings, 

very little attention was paid 

to teaching techniques.  

Rather the focus of the day 

was on relationships, espe-

cially Fatherõs relationship 

with us and how much He 

loves each of us.  It turned 

out to be an amazing day 

filled with intimate fellow-

ship.  Hearts were touched 

throughout the day as one 

person after another opened 

up and shared.  The day cul-

minated with a special hand 

washing and prayer service.  

It was indeed a day of re-

freshment and encourage-

ment for all.  Yes, Kidz inC 

teachers are definitely a 

rare breed and a pleasure to 

work with.  
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Passing the Baton  

We are so grateful for all of the saints who minister to our 

children throughout the year.  The Kidz inC ministry tries to 

honor our teachers all year long through different methods of 

encouragement.  One way we can honor them is by allowing them 

to be able to worship with their families during the summer 

months.  A couple of our teachers are happy to teach during 

the summer months but will need a break in the fall to accom-

modate their busy schedules.  

Whether you choose to step forward for a week, a month, 

or the whole summer, know that our children will be blessed 

by seeing Jesus in you.  Our prayer is that you would be 

equally blessed in return as you allow His life to be released 

through you.  Contact Barbara at the church office for more 

information.  



In this newsletter, our column takes a 

slight departure to learn what life was 

like for one of our members who grew 

up as a òmissionary kidó in a remote In-

dian village in Brazil. His comments 

might provide some insight into how we 

can encourage and pray for the mission-

ary families supported by our church.  

Paul Zellmer is married to Holly and the 

father of Brandon and Emily and the 

son of Jerry and Naomi. The Zellmer 

family came to our church when Paul 

was thirteen years old. He remembers 

that services were held in the commu-

nity room at Bon Marche Mall (which at 

the time was the only mall in Baton 

Rouge!), the same place 

Weight Watchers met, 

with Sunday school 

class taking place on 

benches about the mall. 

There was no youth 

group, as there were 

only three or four teens 

in the very small 

church.  

The Zellmer family had 

just returned from the 

mission field, where 

they had worked for 

over ten years with 

New Tribes Mission in 

various capacities. Paul 

was only two years old 

and the youngest of six 

when the entire family 

began to serve in a village on the Ara-

guaia River, a tributary of the Amazon 

River. Jerry and Naomi were just out of 

language school, where they learned 

Portuguese, although they also had to 

learn the native dialect at the same 

time.  

Here are some of Paulõs comments re-

garding his childhood in Brazil:  

òWe children had total freedom in the 

surrounding woods, where we often 

hunted and searched for wild fruits. We 

fished and swam in the river, too. I ex-

perienced more freedom in terms of 

being able to roam the area, unlike chil-

dren here who grow up in subdivisions. 

My parents didnõt have to worry about 

bad influences or other threats. We 

just enjoyed life. There was a Brazilian 

family there too for a while, and I be-

came friends with their son. I also re-

member playing with the Indians.  

We spent a year and a half in this In-

dian village. My father served as a 

nurse/physicianõs assistant, giving peni-

cillin shots, bandaging wounds, and 

teaching Sunday school classes. He 

tried to interpret their language and to 

befriend them. Sometimes our vil-

lage, which had a population of 

about a hundred, had squabbles 

with neighboring villages over land 

or possessions, and though we were 

never involved in these turf wars, 

the men often came home hurt, and 

my dad patched them up.  

My older brothers and sisters did not 

live with us. They attended a boarding 

school for children of New Tribes mis-

sionaries, except for two sisters who 

left for school while my parents were 

living in the village. During our year and 

a half there, I saw my older siblings 

only on holiday breaks.  

I had no TV growing up and had a hand -

me-down bike until I was about ten 

years old. We played with toys that 

were for the most part handmade; my 

dad taught wood shop at the school, and 

I learned to turn wood on a lathe when 

I was seven or eight. We made tops and 

other toys. Our greatest enjoyment, 

though, was building forts in the woods, 

cutting down trees, building fires, and 

cooking our latest kill over the fire. My 

dadõs rule was, òWhatever you kill, you 

must eat,ó so I ate just about every-

thing.  

My parents and I eventually went to 

work at the boarding school, and we 

returned to the States when I was 

thirteen years old. As you might imag-

ine, living in the United States was a 

huge adjustment for me, especially as a 

young teen. Our church had no youth 

group to plug into.  

I benefited greatly from growing up in 

Brazil. I greatly appreciate the sacri-

fices my parents made for their chil-

dren during the time they served in 

Brazil. I feel that I had a very rich 

childhood there.ó 
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What are your memories?   

E- mail Pam Braud at 

pbraud@hotmail.com  

to share them here.  
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Abundant Life ñ Literally  

By Joann Kumiega  

When God said, òAnd as for you, be 

fruitful and multiply,ó the body at Grace 

Life Fellowship apparently took it as a 

direct address.  As Pastor Frank said 

during a rather well attended baby 

dedication ceremony last year, òWe 

take church growth seriously around 

here.ó 

As the blessings of abundant new life 

translated to the outside world, the 

limitations of our current facilities be-

came increasingly apparent.  With re-

cord numbers of new little ones enter-

ing, and soon leaving, the nursery, a con-

cern was brewing on the horizon.  

Where will we put them once they 

graduate from the nursery?  As it was, 

the space being used for the two -year -

olds was inadequate for the growing 

numbers and the teachers were forced 

to move the kindergartners to one of 

the small upstairs staff offices.  Would 

weary parents soon be denied the abil-

ity to rest and receive the Word on 

Sundays because thereõs no room in the 

CMC? 

Rolens to the rescue!  Aware that an 

issue of not -quite -Biblical proportions 

was drawing neigh, Michael and Barbara 

Rolen went to the church leadership 

with a proposal for a new room to house 

the soon to be twenty two -year -olds 

that would have need of it.  

òTim Chalas, our student pastor, gra-

ciously relinquished part of the youth 

bay for a new classroom,ó said Barbara 

Rolen, Childrenõs Ministry Director, in a 

written press release 

earlier this week.  

Thus the one month 

odyssey began.  Mi-

chael Rolen, a skilled 

carpenter and archi-

tect, spearheaded the 

construction of the 

new room.  With the 

aid of his wife, Bar-

bara, and son, Chris, 

the new room and the remodeling of the 

youth bay was complete.  

The new space is multi -purpose.  Not 

only is it a classroom for the preschool-

ers, but it is also used for Bible study 

during first service and as a meeting 

room for other groups when the need 

presents.  

Lori Ficklin, Child Care Coordinator for 

Grace Life, said, òThe biggest change is 

having the two nurseries across from 

each other so that we are able to check 

with both throughout the services with-

out running from building to building.  

The check -in process is much easier on 

the little ones because it is so crowded 

and busy in the foyer of the CMCé It 

also allows for an easier transition from 

the nursery.ó 

She added, òWe are 

so blessed to have 

such wonderful peo-

ple that really care 

about each other at 

Grace Life.  When 

something is needing 

attention, they are 

there to help. The 

nurseries are only 

the beginning of the 

child's walk with Christ and very much 

needed to show the children how much 

they are loved so that they can trust all 

our wonderful volunteers to teach them 

Truth.ó 

When contacted for this article, the two

-year -olds were unwilling to give a formal 

statement on any changes theyõve seen in 

morale since the addition of the new 

room.  However, their spokes person, 

Samuel Stewart , grinned broadly as he 

bit into the end of a plastic hotdog; sug-

gesting his partyõs satisfaction with the 

current arrangements.  

June 25  

8:45 a.m. ð 3:00 p.m. 

Ages 4 ð 12 

A fun -filled day of art  

at Grace Life Fellowship  

$15.00/1 st  child   $25.00/2 children    

$35.00/3 or 4 children  

Pick up a registration form in the foyer or register and 

pay online at www.gracelifefellowship.org under events  

Contact Kory Hammatt  

kkhammatt@etigers.net   to volunteer.  

mailto:kkhammatt@etigers.net


Kidz inC Supports Summer Youth Trip  

In July, Grace Life Fellowship will be 

sending 24 of our youth and 12 leaders 

to Ocoee Outreach in Tennessee.  They 

will be on a journey to discover what it 

means to truly have a servantõs heart as 

they labor together to repair homes and 

minister to the community.  

The Kidz inC 

Outreach Team 

has decided to 

adopt the 

youth as one of 

our summer 

outreach pro-

jects.  We will be minis-

tering to our youth by 

providing them with 

goodie bags filled with 

items they can use and 

enjoy on their trip.  

Our children have an 

opportunity to be in-

volved by helping bake 

items for the bake sale 

to be held on Sunday, June 6.  All pro-

ceeds will go towards purchasing items 

for the goodie bags.  Different classes 

will be responsible for assembling the 

goodie bags and creating a special gift 

for each youth and leader.   Anyone 

interested in providing a home -made 

item for the bake sale should send an    

e-mail to:                                          

Barbara@gracelifefellowship.org . 

Kids inC Supports Summer Youth Trip  
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Our library 

and media 

area in the 

foyer of the 

CMC has had a 

face lift 

thanks to 

Lindsey Coul-

ter  and Joann 

Kumiega at 

our recent 

work day.  It 

is now much 

easier to see 

the books and 

videos avail-

able for check out.  

There are numerous series of books for 

upper elementary students.  One 4 -book 

series is entitled òThe Sonrise Farm Se-

Childrenõs Library Up and Running 

riesó.  Author Katy Pistole does a 

beautiful job of weaving biblical 

truths seamlessly throughout these 

books which were written for 10 ð 

14 year olds.  Any of the books in 

this series would also be a perfect 

selection for a parent and younger 

child to read together.  Many of the 

truths Katy shared at our 

recent womenõs retreat 

about the similarities of 

the relationship between 

a horse and its owner and 

our heavenly Father with 

each of us show up on the 

pages of these horse sto-

ries.   

Feel free to stop by and check 

out a book, video, or DVD.  

Please remember to sign the 

clipboard when you check out and re-

turn the items within 3 weeks so that 

all of our families can enjoy these 

resources.  When you return an item, 

place it in the basket on the floor if 

you are not sure where it goes.   

Happy reading! 

mailto:Barbara@gracelifefellowship.org

