But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, 
was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles ... 
Galatians 1:15-16
 

Dear Friend in Christ,


 

My name is Vlado Hoblaj, I am Croatian, the missionary to my own country. I was born 1960, in the little town, at the international border with Slovenia and Hungary, from the parents who worked very hard to provide for the family. It was hard for them to accept that there is more of life than just the material security. 
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Trying to find it in music, I became rather successful with my band playing across the Europe. As you might see at the photo on left, I was performing even with the famous The Platters in Munich, Germany, 1987. Being fascinated with the music stars who chose to die while still being young, I was also attracted to the book of Ecclesiastes. It was like having a friend who agreed with me that the life was utterly meaningless. It just happened that this Friend was God Himself. In 1988 the Lord saved me and my dear wife Marina from ending like my music idols, and we returned back home to continue with my father's butcher business. 
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The original skepticism for not being fair to be born without having chance to choose, very early planted in my heart the seed for adoption. My wife was not happy with that reasoning at first, but as we realized that we have been adopted by our heavenly Father ourselves, it got the very new dimension. Eventually the Lord entrusted us five wonderful kids: Barbara, Ivana, Nenad, Nicolina and Elizabeth.Though four of them with the special need, the favor of the Lord has been above them and He even planted in their hearts the love for His ministry. Ivana is involved in the children's gypsy ministry, Barbara to sing and act for the Lord, while Marina feels being called to assist disabled children in their daily transportation to the daycare center. 
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Since my early Christian days, I was more excited with the ministry then business, resulting in planting the church in my home town where I still serve as the elder and preacher. Because of the religious prejudice in the culture of Croatia, the church is not big, but is very uplifting and inspirational, even the international, consisting of Slovenians and Croatians. 
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I believe that my years of depression was the Lord's preparation for the counseling ministry, as I was looking for the answers that only the Bible could give. The Grace Ministries International, Marietta, GA, (www.gmint.org), helped us to start Hope for Life, the small counseling organization in Croatia which already expanded in several exciting ministry directions. 
 

 

But, the Father is still overwhelming me with His opportunities and the new doors He is opening for His Kingdom in Croatia. I'm especially excited for the privilege of [image: image5.jpg]


starting the Christian theater ministry in Croatia with the help of Richard Montez, the genius international director. Though to our first audition came only my family, we've been blessed to have more than 200 participants joining us so far, five great projects being realizied with more than 40 performances, 8000 people watching, many of whom got moved with the invitation of Jesus.
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And the same Jesus is continuing to provide new ways to spread His saving invitation. The large multifunctional ministry center in Cakovec is surely the exciting one. It includes the church planting, counseling center, bible teaching programs, Christian theater, even the first Christian dormitory in the country. We are also preparing to launch the Christian high school in the coming Fall, while I am personally entrusted the organization of the very intense, 4-months seasonal outreach program starting with the large international conference in the Summer, 2011. As a part of this exciting project, I was even given the opportunity to get the official Academic degree in Christian Pedagogy within the next three years. This will greatly help in counseling & educational projects in our new center, but also hopefuly in accessing the public schools and the social care institutions. This center is our hope for reaching the society for Jesus. With your prayers He will surely do!
 

 

 

