I know that when I come to you, 
I will come in the full measure of the blessing of Christ. 
I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, 
to join me by praying to God for me.
Romans 15:29,30
Dear Friend in Christ,


Thank you for taking your time to look over my ministry/family story! The following lines will reveal you an exciting world the Lord has invited us to build in Croatia. The photos are also the album covers from my FaceBook account with many more available on click. They're arranged both topically and chronologically, beginning with the later and going back even to my early walk with the Lord. You might be surprised with the variety of the ministry expressions, but, I believe it is the very reflection of my personal call - to pioneer, equip and network in the Kingdom. Of course, nothing can bring the story like the personal encounter, that's why I would so appreciate the opportunity to meet while being in town. Perhaps this may also be desire from our Father, to add more joy in His ministry.

Yours in Him, 
Vlado 
My Family
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Marina & Vlado  
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3287&id=100000457365721
 
I can't never be thankful enough to the Lord for giving me such a beautiful and dear wife, my closest life sojourner and the first person who gave me the hope for life  - my wife Marina. Though we might looked more pretty when being younger, we don't regret for the passing years. How could we as we have been given eternity since receiving Him in 1988? Our heavenly Father even blessed our marriage with adoption of five sweet children. Their love for Him, affection to us and their spirit of modesty are often touching our tears, even more as their heart is moving into the ministry as well. 
 

 



 

Barbara  

www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3295&id=100000457365721
 

Barbara (19) was our first child, only 15 days old when we adopted her. And look at her now! As the only one of five being healthy and capable, she is our precious help and support. With taking even two colleges simultaneously and passing all exams in the earliest terms, she is bringing us much joy. Barbara's favorite ministries are singing and acting in the Christian theater. 
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Ivana  

www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3294&id=100000457365721
 
Ivana (20) is the oldest. She was two years old when we adopted her as a very sick baby. Despise celiac disease (allergy to gluten) and some other physical and mental limitations, she has grown up in a beautiful girl who love to work with the children ministry in the gipsy villages.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nenad  

www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3296&id=100000457365721
 
Nenad (18) was five when he got home. He is bit mentally disabled, but is happy handsome boy who loves to great and hug everybody, especially in the church.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nicolina  

www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3298&id=100000457365721
 
Nicolina (13) is very emotional, probably because she was heavily neglected as the baby. She was two when we got the opportunity to adopt her and has grown up in a beautiful teenage girl who loves Jesus the most, and dreams to become nurse.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Elizabeth  

www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3299&id=100000457365721
 
Elizabeth (12) is the youngest. Being born as preterm, with only six months and reanimated at the birth, she experienced the death even before beginning to live. She was also injured in the kindergarten accident, but the Lord had been showing her great favor by decreasing the consequences and letting her develop into a beautiful girl, especially beloved from the siblings.
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Marina  

www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3529&id=100000457365721&op=6
 
My wife love flowers and the Lord granted her passion with the national reward for the most beautiful balconies in the continental part of Croatia. Beside realizing how beautiful she was as younger (and still is!), you could also learn from her album about her ministries - the Christian theater, the church and lately helping the heavily disabled children in their daily transportation to the daycare center. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[image: image4.jpg]v swmn



 

Vlado  

www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3688&id=100000457365721&op=6
 
Well, I'm not the music star any more, but some photos from this album would show you how that looked like in my crazy days. But, you would also find many ministry photos, expressing my joy which immeasurable exceeded the one I once had in music.
 

 



New Ministry Opportunities
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New Ministry Platform: CHRISTIAN MULTIFUNCTIONAL COMMUNITY CENTER
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3053&id=100000457365721&op=6
 

The new large Christian multifunctional community center in Cakovec, North Croatia, is the latest ministry project in which I'm involved. It includes the church planting, counseling center, Christian theater, first Christian dormitory in the country and even the high school determined to start with the coming Fall. Beside all, I'm especially excited to be entrusted for preparing[image: image6.jpg]


 the intense, 4-months seasonal outreach program beginning with the large international conference in the Summer 2011. The opportunity to get the official Academic degree in Christian Pedagogy within the next three years is the additional gift from the Father which would greatly help us in further counseling/educational projects in our new center. Not only that, the photo on the right is presenting the similar great project in Zagreb, the capital, which I am invited to be helping as well. With the realization, we expect the gospel simply to bloom in the capital of Croatia.    
 

 

 

 

 



The Theater Ministry
 

"As the Lord gave me another life after the serious accident, this ministry became my way to give myself back to Him and to invite many more to God." (Daniel) "One of the sweetest reward was my sick auntie who was so excited, like being healthy again after seeing the show." (Elizabeth) "I so much enjoyed sharing the powerful message of trusting Christ even in the deepest despair, that there is no pit so deep that God is not deeper still." (Mirta) "I wouldn't trade this experience with anything! God still has power to change people's lives and he does it with the CornerstoneArts theater." (Blazenka) "I was amazed how much the vision of one man could do, even more when people work together. When Richard told us that we are not acting for our heavenly Father, it was to me like seeing Him being pleased and smiling." (Ana-Maria)
 

40 performances so far, 8000 people watching, many be powerfully touched, and the good number entrusted their lives to Jesus - this is the story of CornerstoneArts Croatia presented in 735 colorful pictures from the five albums/production-projects. I'm praising God for my dear brother Richard Montez! Boy, this man is indeed genius and I still couldn't believe how humble, but effectively he has been helping us develop an amazing Christian theater ministry in Croatia. Since the first audition when only my family showed up, it is amazing to watch more than 200 people being involved by now, the whole families working together, side by side, husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, parents and the kids - all practicing, acting, praying, dreaming and hoping together. 
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"The show just ended for the audience, but for me, it merely began. I have much to work on, so much to forgive. It took me 40 years to come to this point, how many more to forgive?"
(SKROVISTE)
The Theater Ministry: The Hiding Place 
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3050&id=100000457365721&op=6
 

The well known true war story from Corrie ten Boom will come true for you if you go click on the site above. Many people cried while watching the show and were moved with the power of God's love in the midst of the most difficult circumstances. We dream to place this drama even in Vukovar, the most destroyed Croatian city from the recent war, still heavily ethnically segregated, full of personal traumas and unforgiveness (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vukovar_massacre). 
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(DVOJE IZ GALILEJE)
The Theater Ministry: Two from Galilee
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=2986&id=100000457365721&op=6
 
The beautiful Christmas story about Mary and Joseph falling in love and all related miracles made this musical very romantic, but at the same time, very evangelistic as well. There was young boy from my village who loved it so much that attended even all ten shows in the row, each time traveling and paying for the ticket. What a wonderful way to be captured with the Gospel of Jesus! 
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(JOSIP I KRIČAVE BOJE NJEGOVIH SNOVA)
The Theater Ministry: Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=2964&id=100000457365721&op=12
 

Hilarious and entertaining biblical show for the whole family, the best one to break the ice of prejudices, so present in the post-Christian Europe. This show is also perfect to bring Jesus and the biblical world to the school youth. In coming May we would continue with the show and are looking forward to get the schools in the area to come and watch it.
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(BOZJI SUD)
The Theater Ministry: Judgment Seat 
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=2963&id=100000457365721&op=12
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=2954&id=100000457365721&op=12
 

Very powerful drama about the doctor angry at God in whom he even didn't believe. When the Lord showed him what happened to the patients who died in his hospital, he realized there is more of reality. The most touching moments are at the end when he couldn't save the lady whom he saw on the way to hell, and especially the very last scene when his wife was dying from cancer and he couldn't even come near to tell her about the heaven and hell. Very direct drama, appealing to accept salvation while there is still time of grace. The dialogs of people standing at the judgment seat when nothing could be changed any more are very intriguing, challenging and warning. Many are moved to take their eternity serious, especially as the effects of hell and heaven are very persuasive and disturbing.
 


The HOPE FOR LIFE Counseling Ministry
 

"Naively longing for happiness, the last what I expected in getting married was that my husband was a gay. He needed the family only for the social image. To be worst, from the very beginning he carried out a perverse plan to make me insane in order to put me into the mental hospital, forever. As a psychiatrist by vocation, he sure had all tools of which I knew nothing about. The Hope for Life was my last hope for life, and the truths I learned there indeed changed everything. They even trained me in the skills to resist my husband. Today I have divine piece in my own home, raising my kids healthy in Jesus."
 

The 10 following albums is presenting you the exciting story of the Hope for Life ministry, the organization founded to offer people in Croatia victorious life based on the person and work of Jesus Christ. HFL strives to achieve its mission through personal discipleship counseling, conferences, training, presentations, public preaching and other affordable means. We minister to people in pain, fellow Christians and anyone open to hear about Jesus. This ministry is the precious answer of my many years depression, and I'm so grateful that the Lord brought me in touch with the Grace Ministry International from Marietta, GA, (www.gmint.org) as they helped us develop both the most effective Christ-centered biblical programs as well as the organizational partnership. 
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The HOPE FOR LIFE Outreaches
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=2935&id=100000457365721&op=18
Beside the counseling and counseling training, the HFL has been using many other opportunities for public evangelistic outreaches in the city. The young church in Varazdin which embraced the most people who found Jesus in our counseling office in Varazdin, recently initiated the new related ministry in the surrounding area using the model of the HFL. 
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HFL: The Grace Life Conferences
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=2940&id=100000457365721&op=18
Since the time she transferred 18 audio tapes of the Grace Life Conference into the written text, she was dreaming on the day when the same motivational teaching would be presented in her city as well. Her early experience of watching her parents using knives to resolve their issues, made her hungry enough for Grace and Life of Jesus.    The latest GraceLife Conference in Vinkovci, east Croatia, was professionally taped and we look forward to make the 10-hours teaching program attractive to watch in homes, hopefully all over the country.  
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HFL: AIT Program (Spiritual Formation and Counseling Training)
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=2943&id=100000457365721&op=18
"I did my best to be good wife, mother, daughter, sister, friend .. causing in me nothing else but the ongoing stress and frustration. Learning that Christ is in me, that I am the child of God and that this fact only matters to please Him - gives me new hope like never before. I realized how fleshly I was and how much I relied on the emotions. It all changed since I allow Christ to live His life through me. The idols? Oh, I never knew how many I had, but none of them is of any need to me any more."    The AIT is the discipleship program with two related goals - (1) to provide the interns the deepest personal, emotional, and spiritual healing through growing in Christ as well as (2) equipping and train them to use the learned for counseling people in need. The program is up to the 300 teaching hours, but very exciting as we use lot of videos as well. 
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HFL: The Publishing Program
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=2953&id=100000457365721&op=12
Though a small organization, the Lord entrusted us the influential publishing ministry, all being the result of an amazing testimony of Zdravko, our publisher. His personal, family, business and religious life has been painfully falling apart, reaching it's culmination when he was diagnosed with Lupus, hoping for only few more months to live. After going through our counseling and the AIT training, he wanted to give his best to spread the message which saved his life. On the top of that, the Lord restored his life again in all areas, even cured his incurable disease.
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The HOPE FOR LIFE International Conferences
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3267&id=100000457365721&op=12 
Occasionally the HFL is organizing the international conferences for inspiration and further partnership in this exciting ministry. Numerous speakers are coming from all over the world and everyone who attended has been witnessing the life-changing experience. One dear lady said  -  "How do you summarize 7 days of perfection, 180 hours of worship and inspiration, 10,800 minutes of glorious time with Jesus, into a 15 minute presentation of words and images? It was glorious."
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GraceNet Europe
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3055&id=100000457365721&op=12
 

Beside working in Croatia, Hope for Life is also networking with similar ministry organization throughout the old continent. In order to share each of our specifics and be even more efficacious, we are increasingly more related in the association called GraceNet Europe. 
 

 

 

 

 


Other Ministry Engagements
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Some Other Ministry Engagements
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=2916&id=100000457365721&op=24
 

I'm always excited for the privilege to share in the Gospel in any given way. This albums is the collection of some opportunities the Lord provided for me outside of the already mentioned projects.
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The Evangelistic Outreach with the Astronaut Charles Duke
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1194&id=100000457365721&op=24
 

You might wonder what in the world is the picture of the spacecraft-landing-on-the-Moon doing in the ministry review? No, we didn't have the outreach on the Moon, it would be too expensive and I don't think there are many people up there. In fact, I learned that there were only 12 ever walked on the Moon. But one of them was our dear brother in Christ - Charles Duke, who allowed us to make the exciting evangelistic outreach with him and his wife. It was so inspiring when Charles got the question what would he do if needed to give up from one of his two most exciting life experience - walking with Jesus or walking on the Moon. "In that case - he said - I would rather give up from my walk on the Moon."  Isn't that amazing?
 
 

 



The Local Christian Outreaches
The next group of albums is going to show you some more about my local ministry:
the evangelistic public outreaches in my hometown:
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www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1447&id=100000457365721&op=24
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1416&id=100000457365721&op=24
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1196&id=100000457365721&op=24
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1403&id=100000457365721&op=30
 
 

 



My Home Church
There is no ministry like the church where the brothers and sisters are sharing their daily life in Jesus while at the same time building His Kingdom in both visible and intimate way. Oh, how I wish my church would grow faster, but in the culture of the present cultural prejudice, people are much discouraged from joining it publicly. But, anyway, God was faithful. When I recall how we begun as the weird homeless group, and today have both the respect in town and even our own lovely building we built in 2002/2003. My church is also very international Croatian/Slovenian, which is directing some of our future mission to the neighboring country. The following albums would show you how much the Father loves our local church. I'm short in time to add the text for each year, so let the photos speak for you first instead.
 

www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1202&id=100000457365721&op=36   Planting the Church in my Hometown          
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1220&id=100000457365721&op=36   Building our own Church Building 
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1364&id=100000457365721&op=36   2002  
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1391&id=100000457365721&op=36   2003   
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1419&id=100000457365721&op=36   2004  
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1428&id=100000457365721&op=30   2005   
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1435&id=100000457365721&op=30   2006   
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1535&id=100000457365721&op=30   2007   
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1548&id=100000457365721&op=30   2008   
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1761&id=100000457365721&op=30   2009  
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My Early Christian Walk and Life
 

There's always both fun and nostalgia in watching the old photos. 
But, when they are related with the walk with Jesus, they're even much more precious. 
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My Early Christian Walk and Some of my Earliest Ministries
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1179&id=100000457365721&op=36
 

It was so nice to be young in Jesus. I still cherish some unforgettable moments of the first Christian camps, the early revelations from the Bible, getting to know my new brothers and sisters and many more sweet manifestations that Jesus was and is alive.
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Initiating the Marketplace Ministry
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1193&id=100000457365721&op=42
    "The business seminars are usually boring, but this one was exciting!" 
Being involved in some business myself, I realized the challenge to share the gospel among the business people. They would usually avoid visit the church so we organized the outreaches in hotels, combining the business dinners, teaching seminars and conference type outreaches. Poslovni krug, as we called it, was able to influence even some politicians. I still remember visiting the high official when my Korean friend asked him to pray for him. "You, - you, - do that in Korea? You pray in the government offices?" - he was astounded. "Sure we do", responded my friend, "for us in Korea the faith in Jesus is so important that we don't want to do the business without God." It was astounding to see how he immediately canceled all the phone-calls in order to prolong our meeting up to three beautiful and fruitful hours. 
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Vlado's Family Business
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=3238&id=100000457365721&op=42
 

Though I always felt that my family business was distraction for my ministry, I'm still thankful to my earthly father for starting it out of his poverty, all in hope that his children would have better life. For him, his business was his life, for me - the way to live responsible life. Regretfully, the business didn't survive the current recession. Though this brought some anxiety to my family, I deeply believe it was all planned by the heavenly Father to release me for His eternal business, putting in my heart His passion that more of His children would have, not only better, but even His very life. 
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The ADONAI - Vlado's Christian Music Ministry
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=1192&id=100000457365721&op=42
 

The music used to be my everything, but never enough to overcome the depression. Jesus was that missing element. And when I thought never to play with the band any more, He invited me to make the music for Him. The Adonai band was my first Christian ministry, even the most I ever wanted from music. We've been traveling all over the country, playing on the squares and preached the gospel. The music and the message eventually became inseparably united, like never before.
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